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We	believe	that	because	of	the	divine	interven@on	of	God,	His	grace,	His	
mercy	and	my	par@cipa@on	in	a	clinical	trial	we	are	s@ll	alive	to	share	our	
story	and	be	advocates	for	breast	health.	
	
Breast	cancer	does	not	discriminate;	the	rich,	the	poor	and	every	ethnic	
group,	breast	cancer	affects	all	of	us.		However,	despite	all	of	the	advances	
that	have	been	made	in	breast	cancer	research	and	treatments,	Black	
women	are	s@ll	dying	at	higher	rates	than	any	other	ethnic	group.		If	we	
have	any	hope	in	elimina@ng	this	disparity	for	ourselves	and	our	future	
genera@ons	we	must	par@cipate	in	the	research	(clinical	trials)	so	that	
doctors	will	know	what	treatments	work	best	for	us.	
	
In	this	complimentary	issue,	we	answer	some	of	your	basic	ques@ons	about	
clinical	trials.	Whether	you	are	healthy	or	a	current	pa@ent,	you	may	be	a	
good	candidate	for	a	clinical	trial	that	will	help	prevent,	diagnose	or	find	a	
cure	for	breast	cancer.		Help	us	in	this	fight.		Help	us	save	lives.		Together,	
we	can	win	the	war	against	breast	cancer	because	THIS	MUST	STOP.		

Whether	you	are	a	breast	cancer	pa@ent,	
survivor,	caregiver,	family	member	or	
friend,	we	know	the	journey	you	are	on.			
I	am	Anita	T.	Conner	and	20	years	ago	I	
was	diagnosed	with	an	advanced	stage	of	
breast	cancer.		My	prognosis	was	not	
good	and	my	treatment	plan	was	radical,	
aggressive	and	involved	my	par@cipa@on	
in	a	clinical	trial.		10	years	ago,	my	
daughter	Kerri	Conner	MatcheW	was	
diagnosed	with	an	advanced	and	
aggressive	stage	of	breast	cancer.		AXer	
being	cancer	free	for	9	years	the	cancer	
came	back	at	a	more	advanced	and	
aggressive	stage	than	the	first	@me.			
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FACT:	
Black	women	die	from	breast	cancer	at	greater	rates		

than	any	other	ethnic	group.	This	Must	Stop!	

	MOVEMENT:	
	

Become	an	Advocate:	
To	learn	more,	volunteer	or	donate,	

contact	Praise	Is	The	Cure®	
Email:	info@praiseisthecure.org		

Phone:	215.635.1902	
Website:	www.praiseisthecure.org	

	

	
Praise	Is	The	Cure®	is	a	501(c)(3)	nonprofit	affiliate	of	Anita	T.	Conner	&	Associates,	P.C.			
Our	mission	is	to	eliminate	breast	cancer	dispariIes	among	Black	women	by	providing		
breast	health	educaIon,	access	to	screening	and	treatment	and	other	support	services		

to	paIents,	survivors	and	their	families.	

	



Although	the	mortality	rates	have	declined	in	some	ethnic	groups,		the	
overall	cancer	mortality	rate	among	Black	women	has	conInued	to	grow.	
In	fact,	the	gap	in	breast	cancer	mortality	rates	between	Black	women	and	
White	women	conInues	to	increase.	Some	of	the	reasons	include:	lack	of	
health	insurance,	diagnosis	at	more	advanced	stage	of	disease,	access	to	
screening	and	early	detecIon	services,	and	unequal	access	to	high-quality	
treatments.		
	

Of	most	concern,	treatments	developed	by	breast	cancer	researchers	that	
would	specifically	address	Black	women	are	limited	because	the	current	
research,	also	known	as	clinical	trials,	is	based	on	characterisIcs	of		
other	ethnic	groups,	parIcularly	white	women	and	men.		
	

You	should	care	because	when	Black	women	are	included	in	the	
development	of	more	effecIve	treatments,	we	increase	our	chances	of	
lowering	mortality	rates	and	even	finding	a	cure	for	breast	cancer	
	

What	is	a	clinical	trial?		
	

Clinical	trials	are	research	studies	where	people,	just	like	you,	volunteer	to	
test	new	treatments	that	may	be	used	to	prevent,	diagnose	or	treat	
serious	diseases	like	breast	cancer.	Clinical	trials	show	what	medicines	and	
treatment	plans	work	and	which	do	not,	when	treaIng	diseases.	
	

Why	is	there	a	lack	of	par3cipa3on	in	clinical	trials?		
	

Black	women	are	significantly	underrepresented	in	clinical	trials.		
Lack	of	trust	in	the	medical	and	research	community,	past	history	of	
unethical	research	parIcularly	on	the	black	community,	informaIon	about	
ongoing	trials,	and	opportunity	to	join	because	of	limited	access	to	health	
care	are	a	few	reasons	black	women	do	not	parIcipate	in	clinical	trials.	
	

Why	is	it	important	to	par3cipate	in	a	clinical	trial?		
	

Cancer	in	black	women	may	affect	them	differently	from	other	ethnic	
groups.	Without	representaIon	from	Black	women	in	clinical	trials,	
researchers	will	not	know	if	there	are	specific	methods	or	treatments	that	
work	best	for	them	based	on	their	lifestyle,	ethnicity	and	geneIc	makeup.		
	

ParIcipaIng	in	a	clinical	trial	could	provide	the	opportunity	to	experience	
cufng-edge	medical	treatments	and		improvement	of	cancer	treatments		
for	future	generaIons.	
	

	 	Sources:	Assessing	the	Racial	and	Ethnic	Dispari@es	in	Breast	Cancer	Mortality		
	 	In	the	United	States,	Int	J	Environ	Res	Public	Health.	2017	May;	American	 	
	 	Cancer	Society,	Fox	Chase	Cancer	Center	Ambassador	Training	Manual	

	

Did you know studies show that black women die from  
breast cancer at higher rates than any other ethnic group? 

about	Clinical	Trials?	

766	Old	York	Road	|	Jenkintown,	PA	19046	|	215.635.1902	|info@praiseisthecure.org	
	

Why Should I Care   



	
	

	
	
	

TRUTH:	Clinical	trials	are	for	breast	cancer	paIents	as	well	as	individuals	
who	have	no	health	issues.		Trials	are	looking	for	soluIons	in	three	primary	
areas:	prevenIon,	diagnosis	and	treatment.		Healthy	volunteers	are	needed	
for	studies	that	focus	on	ways	to	prevent	cancer,	screening	to	detect	cancer	
as	early	as	possible,	and	diagnosis	to	beCer	idenIfy	cancer.		
		
		
	

	
	

TRUTH:	Everyone	parIcipaIng	in	a	cancer	clinical	trial	will	receive	
appropriate	treatment,	either	the	new	treatment	or	the	current	standard	of	
care	for	cancer	paIents.	No	one	is	lem	without	some	form	of	treatment.		
Before	anyone	can	parIcipate	in	a	clinical	trial,	researchers	must	provide	
informaIon	on	every	aspect	of	the	study	such	as	its	purpose,	expectaIons	
for	parIcipants	and	researchers,		Ime	commitment,	and	cost,	if	any.	Also,	
parIcipants	may	leave	the	study	at	any	Ime	and	for	any	reason.		All	
parIcipants	must	sign	a		wriCen	statement	giving	consent	to	parIcipate	in	
the	study.	
		
	
	

	
	
TRUTH:	Some	clinical	trials	offer	volunteers	a	small	sIpend	to	parIcipate	in	
the	study.		In	other	research	studies,	parIcipants	are	expected	to	use	their	
health	insurance	to	cover	costs.	Candidates	for	clinical	trials	are	strongly	
encouraged	to	determine	their	esImated	costs	prior	to	agreeing	to	
parIcipate	in	a	study.		

@PITC	

For	informaIon	on	how	to	get	involved	with	clinical	trials,		
please	visit:	BreastCancerTrials.org.	

@PraiseIsTheCure	Connect with Praise Is The Cure®on Social Media! 

MISCONCEPTION:	
ParIcipaIng	in	clinical	trials	will	cost	me	a	lot	of	money.	

MISCONCEPTION:	Clinical	trials	are	painful	and	unsafe.		
They	will	treat	me	like	a	guinea	pig.	

MISCONCEPTION:	Clinical	trials	are	only	for		
breast	cancer	paIents	with	no	other	opIons.	
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